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Feb. re, 1933 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator 
American Numismatic Society 
N. ie C. 


Dear Sir: 


I have an Oliver Cromwell half 
crown of 1658, which has at some period 
of its history been gold plated, by some 
one whose zeal was more commendable than 
his judgment. I would like to find out 
if there is any way by which this gilt 
can be removed without doing the coin any 
material damage--electrically, chemically, 
or otherwise. If you can help me out I 
shall be immensely obliged. 


Sincerely yours, 


A.N.A.4123 


February 18, 1933. 


Mr. Sidney Haas 
Box 1183 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Dear Sir: 

It isevery difficult operation to | | v3 
remove gold plating from a silver coin. I 
understand that it has been dong without 
injury to the silver but I do not know how. 
& Little mercury mixed with tale and then 1 i ge ae 
rubbed on the coin will absorb the gold but 1 A ALA a Saat 
it must be handled very carefully so as not ae 
to eat the silver. Then it should be washed 
thoroughly and a slight amount of heat ap- 
plied so that any remaining mercury is evaporated; 
all of which mst be done quickly. 
Very truly yours, 


ii :JG Gurator 


aie 23 /°1934 

ood: ws gee 

- A number of oP _memhers of the California 
ae have expressed interest ‘in ‘the method of 

restoring ancient coins used by theA.N.S., but as 

yet none of us know anybhing about. it. Could you 
let me have details of the restoring - apparatus you 

use, and how it is operated? Some of us have been 

Memeo chat. 162 it is not too complivgated, we may 

have one made 

With thanks, sincerely, 


Ok. ae 


Secretary, 
Sale ornia Coin ¢Glub 


THIS SIDE OF CARD IS FOR ADDRESS 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator 
American Numismatic Society 


New York City, N. Y. 


one | ae January 30, 1954. 


, Sidney Haas 
* +6421 Orange St. 
Los Angeles, Gal. 


Dear Mr. Haas: 


| Yor some time we have been eleaning sncient copper coins in a 

2 ah sobution of caustic acda{ sodium hydroxide). #e have been using smell i 

; batery jors holding from one to two quarts each. As the electric current — 

Be it supplied is generally ellerniting current and we we need very low voltage 
4 direct current, we have been using an Elkon battery charger tyne 310, 

3 ampere size for 6 volt batteries, mde by the Hlkon, Ince... Indianapolis, — 

Indiana. There ure other trans fersere end trickel chargers on the market. | 

With this 3 ampere cutfft you couid have from ten to fifteen of thest batte: 

jars. We have been wiring oure iz gvoups of three, putting the positive wi: 

on one side and connecting the three jars and ending up with the vegative 

sire on the last jer. (m the positive we have been using a piece of plats um 

wire for an annode having it an inch or so in the solution. on the negativ 

wire we suspend the coins, either held by thin copner wire in a bunch or in 

a smll basket mde of copper wire screening.  e out from one to twenty ei 

. in each jar. It takes anywhere froma few eeeks to six to nine months to do © 

' the job properly. The less current, the better. instend of ple tinum you ¢¢ an 

use an tron terminal but this dirties up your solution. ‘oni 
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Yor several years we have been cleining the tarnish from si 
coins in the same way but in this inatanee we use only ons jar snd consequen 
the current is much stronger. This does not remove the tarnish but simply — 
loosens it so that the ecins can then be eusily cleaned with a ret brush. 


‘Several private collectors Fast have set up a small outfit. We 
have several end have sometines over thirty jars in use. ' 


/ 


Very truly yours, ms 


! \ : a 5 ° f 
tJ Gurator 
— Li | a CA we 


